
Languages spoken in Bristol  
 
A list of Bristol’s common community languages and the countries in 
which they are spoken. 
          
 

Language  Country  
Albanian  Albania  
Amharic  Ethiopia  
Arabic  Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Eritrea, Iraq, Jordon, 

Lebanon, Libya, Saudi, Arabia, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Yemen, Qatar, Oman  

Bengali  Bangladesh, India  
British Sign Language  Deaf people in Britain 
Bulgarian  Bulgaria  
Chinese, Cantonese, 
Mandarin  

China Cantonese tends to be spoken by 
people from Hong Kong region. Standard 
Mandarin is the official language in the largest 
part of mainland China and Taiwan, and is 
spoken by one of the four people in 
Singapore. 

Czech Czech Republic  
Dari (Farsi, Persian)  Iran, Afghanistan 
Eritrean  Ethiopia, Eritrea  
Farsi (Dari, Persian)  Iran, Afghanistan 
French  France, Belgium ,Benin, Burkina, Burundi, 

Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Congo,   
Democratic Republic of Congo, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Djibouti, France  
Gabon, Guinea, Haiti, Luxembourg, 
Madagascar, Mali, Monaco, Niger, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Seychelles, Switzerland, Togo, 
Vanuatu  

German  Germany  
Greek  Greece, Cyprus  
Gujarati  India  
Hindi  India  
Hungarian  Hungary  
Italian  Italy 
Japanese  Japan  
Korean  Korea, china Japan  



Kurdish  Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Armenia  
Kurdish Badini  
Kurdish Sorani  
Kurmanji   

Dialects of Kurdish, the Iranian language 
spoken in Turkey and Iran and Iraq and Syria 
and Russia.  
  

Lingala  Congo, Central African Republic  
Lithuanian  Lithuania  
Pashto  Afghanistan, Pakistan  
Persian (Farsi, Dari)  Iran, Afghanistan 
Polish  Poland 
Portuguese  Portugal, Brazil. Mozambique, Angola, Cape 

Verde, East Timor, Guinea-Bissau 
Punjabi  Pakistan, India  
Romanian  Romania  
Russian  Russia, Latvia, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, 

Kazakhstan 
Slovak  Slovakia  
Somali  Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya  
Spanish  Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa 

Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay 
Venezuela 

Swahili  Tanzania, Kenya, Congo  
Sylheti  Bangladesh  
Tamil  Sri-Lanka, India, Malaysia, Singapore  
Thai  Thailand  
Tigrinya  Eritrea, Ethiopia  
Turkish  Turkey  
Twi/Fante  Ghana, Ivory Coast  
Ukrainian  Ukraine 
Urdu  Pakistan, India, United Arab Emirates, Oman, 

Guyana 
Vietnamese  Vietnam  
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